
When you speak with Carleton Varney certain things become clear.  One he is the unofficial 
Goodwill Ambassador of the Greenbrier.  Two he is passionate about his work.  Third he is a 
living record of the history of the last of America’s grand hotels. 

It was these things that wove themselves together to form the idea for his latest book, Romance 
and Rhododendrons.  The book is a love leEer to the Greenbrier and the rooms, décor, 
memories and sketches told through photographs and commentary from Mr. Varney weave 
themselves into a great romance story.  

The book takes you on a journey through the hallowed halls, the splendid suites and all things in 
between describing in detail the décor of each room, paEern names, fabrics used and the 
reasons behind them.  It could serve as a nudge to the reader to take their own décor and do 
something different with the colors.  Mr. Varney wants people to understand that black, white 
and beige are not the only neutral colors and with the right shade, paEern and lighJng any color 
can be made neutral.   

When asked what made him decide to write this book now, he said that with the current state 
of the world where things are mostly grey and black, he felt people were looking for color and 
there is no beEer place for color than the Greenbrier.  He also feels that he owes it to the hotel 
and the generaJons to come to have a wriEen record of both his and Dorothy Drapers’ Jme 
there. 

He talked of one of his favorite memories of the Greenbrier, a party for a coal execuJve where 
he flew in Perry Como.  It was during the party a woman asked him what he did for a living.  His 
response, “I sell memories”.  I can think of no beEer Jme than the present to look to either the 
past for memories already made, or to the future to plan for memories yet to come.  The 
Greenbrier is a great place to do just that. 

Carleton Varney has been the head decorator the Greenbrier for fiSy-four years and is the 
president/owner of Dorothy Draper and company.  Romance and Rhododendrons is available on 
Amazon.  


